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A Few Words: Why This Work 


Throughout the history of the Armenian Revolutionary Federation (ARF 
or Dashnaktsutyun), there have been uprisings and struggles at different times 
and in different places against the leadership of the organization. These are 
presented in the historiography of the ARF as "separatist" movements. 
However, these movements’ desires were, generally speaking, aimed at 
improving the Party and have always concluded within the framework of the 


party's regulatory disciplinary understanding. 


All those who are familiar with the history of the Dashnaktsutyun have 
undoubtedly heard about these movements. Regardless of their scale or 
influence, fundamentally, these movements or uprisings did not have any 
ideological differences with the party. The driving forces have been many, but 
the primary issues lay in the methodology, tactics, or strategies of the 


organization’s activities or dissatisfaction with its leadership. 


In its essence and scope, as well as in its political and social foundations, 
the uprising in the Western region of the United States in recent years has been 
exceptional and primarily aimed at countering the ARF Bureau, the supreme 
executive body of the organization, politics of persecution towards the region, 
which had persisted for more than a decade. Culminating on December 27, 
2020, with the Bureau’s offensive decision to appoint a Central Committee, the 
regional supreme executive body of ARF, this decision caused outrage among 
the region’s party members and pushed them to convene the famous 55th 


Regional Assembly and elect a new Central Committee. 


Regardless of the rich history of Dashnaktsutyun and existing literature, 
we must painfully emphasize that there are almost no documented accounts or 
established memoirs regarding the history of such movements that occurred in 
the past, and the circumstances and intricacies of those days. The purpose of 
this literary work is to record the facts and shed light directly on the events of 
the upheaval that has occurred in recent years within the United States. On the 
other hand, it is also an attempt to record the events of the preceding years 
leading up to the uprising in December 2020, as well as its subsequent 


consequences and effects. 


Despite the work not being academic, we endeavored to compile the facts 
to the greatest extent possible, hold meetings and communicate with all the 
involved parties, listen to their testimonies, as well as consider the press and all 
the announcements and pleas related to this story as valid documentation. 
Simultaneously, during the period of the "Western’s Question" (December 2020 
- September 2023), we communicated with more than ten direct stakeholders 


and, for justifiable reasons, committed to keeping their identities confidential. 


After all, such movements are also part of the history of the ARF, and a 


more accurate understanding of it can be instructive for the future. 


It should be noted that the movement that took place in the USA is so 
multifaceted, and events progressed so rapidly, that it creates a complex picture. 
Therefore, we do not claim to present a complete and flawless work. This small 
and modest effort can simply serve as a foundation for more extensive work in 
the future. And if certain events or details have been inadvertently overlooked, 


we ask for your forgiveness. 


The Author 


David Torossian 


THE ARMENIAN COMMUNITY OF WESTERN AMERICA 
(A BRIEF OVERVIEW) 


The Armenian community on the West Coast of the USA began to take 
shape in the 1880s. The first arrivals came from Eastern America. Escaping 
factory life and taking advantage of California's fertile land, particularly in 
Fresno, they engaged in agricultural work. The weekly newspaper “Gochnag" 
writes about this: " Tired of factory work, disheartened by the desire to return to 
their homeland, the Armenian people are looking for a new place, a new 
occupation" ("Gochnag," 1900, issue 2). After the Hamidian massacres of 1896, 
fleeing Ottoman oppression, a migration began from Western Armenia, 
particularly from Harput, Merzifon, and Yozgat, to California. This was 
facilitated by Protestant missionaries. According to the official records of 
Fresno, in 1901, one thousand Armenians lived there. This number doubled 
within the subsequent five years. On the other hand, the migration from Eastern 
Armenia to California began in the early 1900s, mainly from the regions of Kars 
and Shirag. In 1908, through the efforts of the ARF, "Asbarez" began to be 
published as a weekly newspaper. In the 1910s, several Armenians started 


settling in Los Angeles, and in 1922, the Holy Cross Church was established. 


The second great wave toward Western America took place first during 
the Balkan Wars in 1912, and then after the Armenian Genocide and the 
downfall of Armenia’s independence in 1921. The monthly magazine 
"Hayrenik" writes, “Armenian immigration to California has recently increased 
dramatically. They come from all corners - from the United States and the 
motherland (“Yergir’’). They come in vast numbers and haphazardly. Many sell 
their homes and established businesses and come. Others come without money." 


According to the 1930 U.S. census, there were 12,379 Armenians living in 


California. According to the "Paros" magazine, in 1927, there were 16,000 


Armenians living in California. 


Although slowly, the migration toward Western America continued even after 
the 1920s. In the 1950s, the Catholicosate of Antelias established its diocese 


there, which gave a boost to the church and spiritual life. 


In the 1970s, first due to the outbreak of the Lebanese Civil War and then 
the Islamic Revolution in Iran, a large migration from the Middle East to 
California took place. This migration extended over the years, lasting up until 
the early 1990s. In 1991, according to official records, there were 115,000 
Armenians living in Western America. On the other hand, unofficial estimates 
claim this number to have been 300,000. This discrepancy in numbers is 
explained by the fact that many people did not report their ethnic identity during 


the census. 


After the independence of Armenia in 1991, a new and large wave of 
migration to the USA, particularly to California, began. Although there is no 
official data, the current community is estimated to be approximately one 
million. There are more than 30 churches (Armenian Apostolic churches of the 
dioceses of both Echmiadzin and Antelias Seats, Armenian Catholic churches, 
and Armenian Evangelical churches) operating there. There are more than 15 
schools affiliated with different organizations, political parties, and 
denominations. The number of Armenian students attending Armenian schools 
does not exceed 7,000. In addition to the daily newspaper "Asbarez," several 


weekly and periodic publications are published, both in Armenian and English. 


Since 2019, the PAC (Pan-Armenian Congress) has been operating, 
bringing together 27 organizations within the community (including political 


parties, associations, denominations, etc.). The PAC is a unique entity, distinct 


from similar organizations in other communities. The ARF Western Central 


Committee played a key role in its formation. 


The most organized entity of the community is the ARF. The 
organizational region has over 1,400 members. It has 17 local committees and 
one student union, "Shant," which has not been active for the past ten years and 
is in a dormant state. The party has its youth wing, the AYF, and a juniors’ 
union. In the recent past, the Armenian Youth Federation had around 500 
members. Currently, the number of active members barely reaches 100. The 
party's affiliated organizations—the “Hamazkayin” Cultural Association, the 
Armenian Relief Society, and the “Homenetmen”—are also present in the 


community and actively participate in community life. 


PREFACE 


On December 27, the ARF Bureau announced to the public the formation 
of a new Central Committee of the Armenian Revolutionary Federation of 
Western America. This step was problematic in itself as it was unprecedented in 
history for the Bureau to make a public announcement regarding the formation 
of a Central Committee—in this case, an appointment. The Bureau’s action 
caused unrest within the party circles of the region. Delegates had already been 
elected for the scheduled Regional Assembly. Refusing to comply with the 
Bureau's decision, on the very next day, December 28, 2020, the delegates of 
the Western US convened the ARF 55th Regional Assembly and elected a 
Central Committee. As a result of these antipodal events, the large ARF family 


found itself facing an organizational crisis. 


A glance at the history of both Armenian and foreign political parties 
reveals that even the most autocratically managed parties have experienced 
rebellions, opposing currents, or separatist tendencies. Disagreements between 
opposing factions often led to the splitting or disintegration of the respective 
parties. There are numerous examples of this throughout history. Even in the 
Armenian context, we have witnessed such phenomena in the recent past. All 
the parties that managed to overcome such trials, whether through authoritarian 


or democratic means, inevitably emerged weakened from such shocks. 


Anyone familiar with the history of the Armenian people over the last one 
hundred fifty years cannot deny the pivotal role of the Armenian Revolutionary 
Federation in Armenian life. Regardless of the observer's perspective or the 
evaluation given to the organization's overall activities or its various roles, the 
researcher or the observer must objectively acknowledge that the ARF's 
influence has been significant in the Armenian reality, probably more influential 


than that of any other organization. 


Therefore, addressing the history of the ARF means discussing one of the 
most important aspects of the history of the Armenian people over the last 135 
years. A comprehensive discussion requires examining not only the activities of 
its successive leaderships but also certain processes in its organizational life, 
particularly the turbulences and movements within its ranks, which have 


ultimately had a significant impact on its course. 


These internal movements have often been struggles aimed at reaching 
leadership and have had an electoral nature. However, they have undeniably 
influenced the formation of successive leaderships and the party's subsequent 
direction. The accepted approach (especially in the history presented by the 
party's intellectuals) is that these movements have always been seen as either 
"successful" or "unsuccessful." Since the organization has continued to exist 
and remain "unshaken," all internal movements have been considered "failed," 
leading to the misconception that they are all ultimately doomed to "failure" (or 
always "fail"). Naturally, it is not taken into account that historically, all 
movements without exception—some even in the form of rebellions—aimed to 
influence or impact the organization's course, not to destroy it. Therefore, the 
influence and impact of these movements should be evaluated within a certain 


period, and their success or failure should be assessed accordingly. 


For instance, in the recent past, at the 32nd General Assembly of the ARF 
in 2019, Hrant Markarian, who had a clear advantage in votes but had no desire 
to reduce his influence in the party's life, voluntarily stepped down from his 
position as the Bureau representative. Who can measure the impact of the 
movement (on Hrant Markarian’s behavior) that, over the course of 7-8 years, 
proposed reform within the party and targeted Hrant Markarian himself? He 
was aware of this reality and used the 32nd General Assembly to settle old 
scores through someone else's hand. With the votes of his followers, Hrant 


Markarian imposed a resolution on the 32nd General Assembly, which placed 


the obligation on the newly elected Bureau to "resolve" the issues in the 
Western Region. By leaving the Bureau and becoming the de facto leader 
behind the scenes, he exacted revenge on the Western Region in his way, unable 
to impose on the three Western Region delegates disciplinary measures through 
his fabricated agenda. During his 20 years as the Bureau representative, Hrant 
Markarian had succeeded in subordinating all party structures and establishing 
autocratic control. The exception remained the organization in the Western 
Region. The new Bureau representative, Hagop Der Khachadourian- widely 
considered a weak individual and an ineffective leader and was perceived as 
Hrant Markarian's puppet- saw the execution of the 32nd General Assembly's 
resolution and the subjugation of the Western Region to the Bureau as the key 
to establishing his authority. Hagop Der Khachadourian's behavior also 
stemmed from his ego and his preconceived notions and animosity towards the 


Western Region. 


In this context, it should also be understood that this uprising in Western 
America was not unprecedented. In the past, outbursts against the leadership of 
the Dashnaktsutyun have occurred in various periods and different regions, 
sometimes on an individual level, and sometimes in groups. Unlike other 
parties, the Dashnaktsutyun, due to its internal order and its understanding of 
discipline, has succeeded in overcoming these movements and remaining a 
single and unified organization. The "iron discipline" of the party, by which it is 
characterized and famed, has managed to keep its ranks solid, neutralize 
opposing currents and separatist movements, and lead the organization out of 
such situations with minimal shocks. However, it should be recorded in history 
that all movements have inevitably left their mark on the activities of the 
leadership at the given time, on the members of the Dashnaktsutyun, and 
especially on future generations. Nevertheless, as we mentioned, the Western 


America Central Committee’s movement was different from all the others. The 


leaders of this movement, who were expelled or removed from the ranks of the 
ARF by the Bureau, were reintegrated into the ranks by the decision of the same 
Bureau, with their punishments being annulled. This fact is already an 
unprecedented phenomenon in the history of the Dashnaktsutyun and can be 
viewed as a positive occurrence, as well as the success of this movement for the 


following reasons. 


1. Ultimately, the Bureau indirectly acknowledged the fact that its 
decision was wrong and unconstructive. Otherwise, how can one explain the 


"defeat" it would suffer in the eyes of the public? 


2. It became evident that all the slanders made against the leaders of the 
movement and their followers were false and fabricated. Otherwise, how can 
one explain that those labeled as "traitors" returned to the ranks of the 


Dashnaktsutyun? 


3. The Bureau reiterated the principle of decentralization endorsed by the 
party by-laws, which was one of the main demands of the Central Committee of 


Western America’s movement, thus signifying the movement's victory. 


The uprising in Western America had a spontaneous nature. It was not the 
rebellion of a few party members or a small group, but rather of all the 
participants of the Regional Assembly and the party members who stood behind 
and elected them. More than 100 rank-and-file were expelled by the Bureau and 
the Bureau's Central Committee due to the uprising. For this reason, it was not 
possible to stop or resolve the movement with party-disciplinary decisions, as 
had been the case with previous movements. While previous movements could 
be neutralized through physical confrontation or the removal of a few leaders, 
this was not possible in the case of the Western movement. On the other hand, 
from the very first day, the steps taken by the party members of the Western 


America region did not show separatist tendencies. The Central Committee, 


elected by the 55th Regional Assembly, both through its statements and 
practically, always expressed its readiness to reunite with the main organization, 
respecting the decentralized nature of the organizational rules and the principles 
of democracy. Their efforts to join the organization prove that the movement 
was not premeditated and was simply a natural reaction to the policy carried out 
by the Bureau against the Western region, the final act of which was the 
appointment of the Central Committee by the Bureau. At the beginning of 
December 2020, the already outgoing Central Committee had taken all 
organizational steps for the successful convening of the Regional Assembly but 


was met with the Bureau's refusal and vague responses. 


Although this crisis placed the Bureau and the Western America region at 
odds, its origins are deeper and extend beyond that region. It was an expression 
of accumulated organizational, political, and ideological crises spanning over 
years, perhaps decades, and the differences in approaches that emerged through 
them. The traditional operational style and politics of the party clashed with the 
concerns of party members who wanted to operate in a more modern, timely 
manner and respond to contemporary demands. These concerns were not 
exclusive to the Western region party members. There are many within the 
ranks of the Dashnaktsutyun who opposed the general direction of the party. In 
other regions, it was possible to silence dissatisfaction within the party ranks, 
often by isolating and neutralizing the dissenters, sometimes even expelling 
them from the party. The Western region remained the last stronghold of these 


dissatisfied or opposing members. 


The Bureau's decision to appoint a Central Committee in December 2020 
and the ensuing disobedience in the Western region opened the door to various 
interpretations. Naturally, both sides would use statutory justifications to 


explain their acts, as well as explanations of the articles and principles. 


The ARF statute highlights two important points: 


A — If it is impossible to convene a Regional Assembly due to 
insurmountable conditions, the term of the Central Committee's activities is 
extended with the approval of the Bureau until favorable conditions are 


established. 


In the case of the Western region, this provision was not applicable. No 
insurmountable conditions were preventing the convening of a Regional 
Assembly (such as a state of war, persecution against the party, etc.). The ARF 
Bureau completely bypassed the article. The Bureau was aware that the 
preparatory work for the Regional Assembly had been completed and that two- 
thirds of the local committees (the required number according to the statute to 
convene a Regional Assembly) had already elected their delegates. Based on 
this article, the 55th Regional Assembly was held on December 28, 2020, as per 


the statute, and the decision to appoint a Central Committee was unjustifiable. 


B — The Bureau can also appoint a Central Committee if the acting 
Central Committee has strictly deviated from the party's direction, failed to 
fulfill its obligations, etc. In this case, the Bureau dissolves the Central 
Committee without convening a Regional Assembly and appoints a new Central 
Committee for six months, whose main duty would be to prepare the region for 


a new Regional Assembly to ELECT a new Central Committee. 


The Western Central Committee had fulfilled its financial and moral 
obligations and had not recorded any shortcomings. This is evidenced by the 


Bureau's approval of the preparation for the Regional Assembly. 


The specific regulations mentioned in the above-mentioned articles of the 
statute were not applicable in the case of the Western Committee. The Bureau 
had exploited its right to appoint a Central Committee, without providing any 


appropriate justification. 


The ARF Bureau justified its decision to appoint a Central Committee in 
the region by stating: "Based on the worsening conditions related to the 
COVID-19 pandemic in the United States of America and the resulting 
government restrictions on holding meetings...". This justification was more 
than an excuse. The preparatory work for convening the Regional Assembly had 
been completed, and coordination with US authorities was underway to ensure 
the possibility of holding the assembly under permissible conditions. Indeed, the 
55th Regional Assembly, convened on December 28, 2020, was held with the 


permission and apprehension of the relevant governmental bodies. 


The ARF Bureau was also obliged to consider the unique situation of the 
Western region. While it is true that the party's statute is the main guide for 
resolving organizational issues, some situations can be bypassed with no 
additional complications. The Bureau was well aware that according to US laws 
organizations should not be governed from abroad, and appointing a Central 
Committee would mean contravening the country's laws. Details on this matter 
are presented to the reader in the following pages. It must be emphasized that if 
this uprising in the Western region had not occurred, the existence of the 


organization could have been jeopardized throughout the entire United States. 


And most importantly, the timing must be taken into account. This 
appointment occurred immediately after the heavy defeat of the 44-day Artsakh 
war. Armenians, both in the homeland and in the diaspora, were experiencing 
disillusionment, demoralization, and collective depression. As a Pan-Armenian 
organization, the ARF was supposed to take on a significant role in lifting 
Armenians out of the demoralization caused by the defeat, opening new 
horizons of hope and victory. Only the ARF could fulfill this heavy 
responsibility. To succeed in this, it needed to put aside its internal problems, 
disputes, and intrigues and act as a unified and solid organization to address the 


challenges facing the Armenian people. With this action, the ARF Bureau made 


party-organizational life vulnerable, prioritizing internal disputes over the 
interests of the Armenian people. It did not correctly assess the timing and 
conditions, and although the ARF was supposed to be the leading party for the 
Armenian people, it not only failed in its mission but also faced unfounded 
organizational problems, weakening the ARF’s collective ability to confront this 


tragic and difficult period for Armenians. 


One might also ask the "rebellious" party members of the Western region 
why they did not try to resolve the crisis created by the Bureau according to 
statutory principles. If the Western party members claimed to have a two-thirds 
majority on the eve of the Regional Assembly, they could have easily complied 
with the Bureau's appointment and shortly thereafter, with a majority of the 
local committees, demanded a new Regional Assembly. According to the 
statute, this is the local committees' statutory right, and in such a case, the 
Central Committee is automatically considered resigned, and preparations for a 
new Regional Assembly begin. Theoretically, such a step could have been 


taken. 


During our conversations, we expressed this idea to some party members, 
and they all unanimously shared the same viewpoint. Generally, the 
appointment of Central Committees has been followed by the appointment of 
local committees, resulting in the appointed Central Committees creating an 
artificial majority. The same situation could have occurred in the Western 
region, and it would have been impossible to prevent the crisis according to 
organizational rules. If no local committee appointments were made, a new 
organizational conflict could have arisen, with potentially more disastrous 
consequences than what happened in the end. The progression of events, which 
had been ongoing for years, would not have stopped with the appointment of a 


Central Committee. The ARF Bureau, having targeted the Western region for a 


decade, would have tried to undermine all forms of opposition here, as it did in 


other regions. 


In the last decade, the Bureau's consistent policy of targeting the Western 
region, which was understood and tolerated by the rank-and-file of the region 
from an organizational and disciplinary perspective, had certainly led the 
Bureau to believe that its decision to appoint a Central Committee would also 
be "swallowed" and that the region would come under its full control. It is 
plausible that the Bureau did not anticipate such a rebellion from the Western 
region, resulting in the entire organization facing an undesirable situation. We 


do not want to believe the opposite either. 


Other organizational regions of the Dashnaktsutyun also played a role in 
the escalation and development of the crisis. They too had a moral obligation to 
bridge the perspectives of the opposing sides and to prevent or at least contain 
and resolve the crisis at its inception. The other members of the 
Dashnaktsutyun's large family did not look favorably upon the thriving 
reputation of the Western region, in contrast to other regions whose silence is 


just as condemnable as the Bureau's decision that caused the crisis. 


Even in the presence of organizational difficulties, for the sake of the 
Dashnaktsutyun, the Bureau should have taken the initiative to resolve issues 
through dialogue before the December 28 Regional Assembly. Dialogue 
remained the best path to comprehensively discuss and resolve issues, even 


within the Dashnaktsutyun, despite its "iron discipline." 


All these events could have been avoided if the members of the Bureau 
had approached the issues with “Tashnagtsagan” humility and understanding. 
Personal ambitions, efforts to assert oneself, and the desire to impose authority 
played a significant role. These characteristics, which are at odds with the 


“Tashnagtsagan” character, proved disastrous for the entire party. 


This crisis, which lasted more than three years, did not remain confined 
within the organization. Due to its scale and the reaction it generated, it went 
beyond the borders of America and became an issue for the Armenian people 
and will remain in everyone's memory for a long time. It was more than just an 
organizational crisis. At a crucial juncture for the Armenian people, this 


artificial crisis further weakened the party. 


On an organizational level, this movement will inevitably leave a positive 
impact on the party. Many party members, even if they did not openly support 
this movement, ideologically shared its goals. For a long time, the sparks of this 
movement will serve as an impetus for party members to return to the path of 


operating independently and freely. 


Could this crisis have been avoided? Considering the course of events 
since 2015, one can unequivocally say NO. This is also confirmed by all those 
with whom we spoke, who expressed the same opinion that the Bureau's policy 
aimed to bring the Western region entirely under its control, and its step to 
appoint a Central Committee was the first among many toward achieving that 
goal. There was a lack of the “Tashnagtsagan” humility and understanding in 


the Bureau members’ approach to the issues at hand. 


Because this movement was not premeditated, it had no remote plan or 
guide. The participating members continued their routine party activities. Even 
those rank-and-file who supported the movement did not, in any instance, carry 
out propaganda work to justify this rebellion, neither in the press nor on social 
media networks. In other circumstances, this fact might be seen as a 
shortcoming, but anyone familiar with the ARF understands that even the 
ordinary members patiently and consciously awaited the “Tashnagtsagan 


solution” to the issue. 


And most importantly. Unlike other movements in the history of the 
ARF, this movement was not instigated or financed by external forces. Years 
before the movement, the Armenian press, supported by the ARF's political ally 
and Armenia's third president, Serj Sarkissian, began publicizing the issues 
around the Western region, presenting them as a Hrant Markarian -Vicken 
Hovsepian rivalry. The movement became a necessity for the Western region. 
From the outset, it was an outburst by ARF members and remained within the 
framework of the ARF, which later enabled it to reunite with the main 


organization after prolonged negotiations. 


From the beginning, the negotiations were difficult and principle-driven 
for both sides. The Bureau's concessions showed that the Western Central 
Committee was a legitimate body and, despite the injustices against it, remained 
steadfast. In the final phase of negotiations, the Western region made some 
concessions from its negotiating terms, but the main demands remained the 


same. 


The crisis hurt the ARF's reputation and authority from the beginning and 
throughout its duration. The public exposure of the ARF's organizational 
problems in such an explicit and official manner had never occurred before. The 
course of events showed that the ARF Bureau was responsible for this situation. 
The Bureau is the main custodian of the ARF's values, traditions, and authority 
and should have been the most concerned about the ARF's reputation and honor. 
The Bureau did not rise to the moral high ground required by the ARF Statute, 
History, and “Tashnagtsagan” Morality. Future historical analyses will likely 
record that it was the wrong policies of the Bureau elected by the 33rd General 


Assembly that led to such a discrediting of the ARF. 


PART ONE 


HOW THE CRISIS WAS BORN? 


To understand why the ARF Western region ignored the Bureau's 
decision and took the step to convene a Regional Assembly and elect a Central 
Committee, we need to chronologically go back several years and explore the 
relations between the ARF Bureau and the Western United States region over at 
least the last ten years. By familiarizing ourselves with the course of events and 
occurrences, we realize that the decision by the Western United States 
organization to convene the 55th Regional Assembly and elect a Central 
Committee was not solely related to the Bureau's decision to appoint a Central 


Committee there. 


The year 2009 is significant for all Armenians. In the fall of 2008, the 
Armenian authorities, under President Serj Sarkissian, initiated negotiations 
with Turkey without preconditions, aiming to normalize Armenian-Turkish 
relations and open the borders between the two countries. These negotiations 
were historically known as "Football Diplomacy." The explicit commencement 
of this began with an Armenia-Turkey football match, to which Turkish 
President Abdullah Giil was invited. To give more authority and legitimacy to 
his policy, President Sarkissian undertook visits to Armenian-populated 
communities in the Diaspora to gain their support and understand their general 
opinion. He realized that the Armenian Diaspora, as the heirs of the Genocide, 
had something to say regarding rapprochement with Turkey, especially since 
one of Turkey's preconditions was the formation of a commission to examine 


the authenticity of the Genocide. 


The ARF, which was part of the first coalition government formed by the 


president, was not against normalizing relations with Turkey. The ARF's stance 


was that such normalization should not come at the expense of recognizing the 
Armenian Genocide and ignoring the rights of the Armenian people. For this 
reason, it left the government and became an opposition party. On the occasion 
of President Sarkissian's visits to Diaspora communities, the ARF organized the 
"NO" movement. In all the communities where the ARF had a dominant 
presence, President Sarkissian was met by thousands who expressed their "NO" 
and condemned the president's policy of making concessions. The organization 
and coordination of this movement were entrusted to Vicken Hovsepian, a 


member of the Bureau from the Western region. 


The movement succeeded in conveying its message to Serj Sarkissian, 
who was not pleased with the reception he got. Moreover, President Sarkissian 
saw the large participation of Armenians in demonstrations in densely populated 
Armenian cities as a personal insult. Even though the ARF left the government, 
it remained a ruling party. However, the "NO" Movement could disrupt the 
relationship between the party and the president of Armenia. The large-scale 
nature of this movement deeply conflicted with the direction of seeing the ARF 
as an independent and autonomous political force while being an ally of the 


Armenian authorities. 


The first spark of opposition was ignited. But it remained within the 
Bureau. This opposition and organizational issues manifested themselves at the 
31st General Assembly of the ARF in 2011. Delegates from some Diaspora 
regions—Lebanon, Iran, and Eastern America, led by the Western region—had 


proposals to reform the party, which can be summarized in the following points: 


1. None of the three ministers in the RA government (Aghvan Vartanian, 
Levon Merdtchian, Tavit Lokian) should be included in the newly elected 


Bureau. 


2. At least one female representative should be included in the Bureau. 


Specifically, Maria Titizian was suggested. 


3. Replace Bureau member Mario Nalbandian, who has been serving for 
four terms (16 years), with Khachik Der-Ghougasian, thus retaining the 


representation of South America. 


4. According to the unanimous demand of the Lebanese delegates, 
Merditch Merditchian should be excluded from the Bureau and replaced by one 
of the proposed 3-4 candidates. 


The negotiations on these points were conducted by Hrant Markarian on 
one side and Vicken Hovsepian on the other. Hrant Markarian remained 
unwavering in his list of candidates for the Bureau. The negotiations failed, and 
Vicken Hovsepian and his allied delegates, among whom were potential Bureau 
candidates, refused to be part of the elected Bureau. The only exception was 
Hagop Der-Khachatourian, who, despite agreeing with the reform proposals, 
betrayed his fellow delegates and secretly agreed with Hrant Markarian to be 
part of the Bureau. This stance explains all of Hagop Der-Khachadourian's 


subsequent steps, which stemmed from his cooperation with Hrant Markarian. 


The proposals to reform the party presented at the 31st General 
Assembly, although having specific names, were ideologically grounded and 
aimed at lifting the party out of its stagnation and placing it on more democratic 


foundations. Let's examine the essence of the proposed suggestions. 


The first point speaks about the separation of state and party. Party 
member ministers and deputies should not be part of the party executive bodies. 
This concept existed in the ARF during the First Republic. At that time, Bureau 
members were not part of the Armenian parliament or government. Later, the 
ARF operated with the same understanding in the Diaspora, especially in the 


Middle East—Lebanon, Syria, and Iran—where state deputies and state 


ministers were not part of the ARF executive bodies. This principle, which 
stems from the ARF's perception of democracy, is that accountable party 
members should not be part of the bodies to which they are accountable. In the 
ARF's understanding, the accused and the judge cannot be the same person. 
Therefore, the same person being part of both the government and the Bureau 
violated one of the most basic principles of democracy. Moreover, this was to 
establish and clarify the party's autonomy, the image of which had already 


started to become distorted among the public. 


The second point of the proposal concerns women's representation. This 
proposal is based on the ARF's understanding of socialism, stated in its 
Program. As a party fighting for equality, the ARF should set an example for 
everyone. Including women in the party's leadership body would also encourage 
their membership and active participation in party activities and could bring 
new vitality to the organization. The Western region was exemplary in this 
sense since in recent years women have been part of the Central Committee of 


the region. 


By proposing that Mario Nalbandian be replaced by Khachig Der- 
Ghougasian, the delegates were taking a stance on the idea that membership in 
higher executive bodies should be limited to a period. The ARF statute does not 
set or mention such a limitation. But both democratically and physically, a 
leadership that does not renew over time leads to stagnation. Membership in 
ARF bodies can turn into a monopoly with all the detrimental habits and 
phenomena that arise from that. Renewing the Bureau with new cadres would 
bring new quality and new approaches to the organization, allowing the party to 
continue its political activity with a rejuvenating spirit. With this conviction, the 
56th Regional Assembly of the Western region, as a preliminary step, amended 
the statute in 2023, stating that the “Tashnagtsagan” rank-and-file can be elected 


to a body only for two consecutive terms. The same approach was held by some 


delegates of the 31st General Assembly, aiming to reform and rejuvenate the 
party. 


The name of Mgrdich Merdichian, proposed by Hrant Markarian, was 
also unacceptable to the same group of delegates, especially those from 
Lebanon. Here too, there is no provision in the statute that states that the 
delegates of a region decide the name of the Bureau member from their region. 
Without delving into the "kitchen" of the organization, it is necessary to 
emphasize that the Bureau, as the highest executive body, becomes more 
respected and powerful politically and on the organizational level when it has a 
representative nature. Especially since the mentioned candidate had previously 
been a part of the Bureau several times and therefore could have been replaced 
by a candidate who is more acceptable by the delegates of the region that he 
comes from. Mgrdich Merdichian continues to remain a Bureau member to this 
day, and according to some party members, including some who are very close 
to him, he behaves and acts with hatred and vindictiveness toward those party 


members who have caused issues around his name. 


Hrant Markarian's rejection of these proposals could not be a reason for 
the Western region to abandon its proposals to reform the party. In the 2015 
(32nd) and 2019 (33rd) General Assemblies, these proposals were presented by 


the Western delegates as principle points to make the ARF more democratic. 


Thus, the 31st General Assembly of the ARF, held in 2011, became a 
significant turning point for the crisis in the Western region. Although after the 
failure of negotiations, the Western delegates voted for Hrant Markarian’s 


Bureau list, the rift had already become apparent. 


Shortly after Vicken Hovsepian withdrew from the Bureau, the ARF 
Western Regional Assembly elected him as a representative of the ARF Central 


Committee, thus giving a "vote of confidence" to the ideological, political, and 


organizational reform proposals that were put forward by the region’s delegates 
at the 31st General Assembly. In December 2014, Vahan Hovhannisian passed 
away, and Bureau representative Hrant Markarian established his complete 


control over both the Bureau and the party in general. 


Hrant Markarian’s autocratic rule over the party was not viewed 
favorably. In 2013, the Central Committees of Lebanon and the Western region 
presented a proposal for an Extraordinary General Assembly. They likely 
coordinated this beforehand. This proposal targeted Hrant Markarian and his 
flawed and questionable policies, particularly in Armenia, where the ARF had 
re-joined President Serj Sarkissian’s coalitional government. At the same time, 
alarm bells were ringing from all sides about the plundering of the national 
wealth by the Armenian governmental bodies and the rampant corruption within 
the regime, leading to concerning emigration numbers from the country. 
Additionally, negotiations with Azerbaijan over Artsakh’s question were 


shrouded in uncertainty and pessimism prevailed. 


The proposal for an Extraordinary General Assembly coming from 
Lebanon and the Western region opened a new rift between Hrant Markarian's 
Bureau and the Western region. The mentioned Central Committees and the 
regions they represent are among the most important in the Diaspora party 
organizations—one in the Middle East and the other in the Western world. At 
the beginning of 2014, the Bureau chief representative traveled to Lebanon to 
be present at the Regional Assembly there, at the end of which, without any 
justified explanation and despite the expectations of the majority of the present 
delegates, he appointed a compliant Central Committee. The entire electoral 
process of the region was disrupted. The following year, at the 32nd General 
Assembly, the delegates from Lebanon, as well as from the Western region, did 
not vote for Hrant Markarian’s election. In this General Assembly, he was 


elected to the Bureau by only a single vote margin. This election result became 


very concerning for him. With the ARF Bureau in his hands, he began to shape 


the party according to his preferences. 


In 2015, on the occasion of the upcoming Regional Assembly in 
Lebanon, he again traveled to Lebanon and openly intervened in the new 
Central Committee elections. Moral pressures were applied to the delegates, 
promises were made, and in the end, by a very narrow margin, he managed to 
produce a compliant Bureau-aligned Central Committee, which has continued to 


this day. 


Events occurring in Armenia could not go unnoticed among the Diaspora 
ARF members. Yielding to the authorities, the party remained indifferent even 
to the protests concerning the people's social demands. During the 2013 protests 
against the ticket increase for public transportation in Yerevan and the 
demonstrations against electricity price hikes in 2015, the ARF not only did not 
participate but also criticized these protests, despite them not being led by any 
political force. After the Four-Day War in April 2016 and the “Sasna Dzerer” 
armed operation, the wave of discontent against the party's policies began to 
grow. To maintain its power, the Bureau resorted to suppression and 
disciplinary measures. Dissent was banned in the ARF media. Party members 
who did not share the ARF’s political stance or indirectly criticized it were 
either isolated or expelled. During this period, Nazareth Berberian (long-time 
editor of "Troshak", the official organ of ARF), Apo Boghigian (former Bureau 
member and editor of the ARF "Asbarez" newspaper in Los Angeles), and well- 
known “Hay Tad” activist Antranig Boghosian, among others, were expelled 
from the party. Less "dangerous" rank-and-file were simply punished within the 
party. Party members were even punished or expelled for making posts on 
social media networks. By the beginning of 2018, the Bureau had managed to 
silence its critics and many who posed a threat to its power. The main 


stronghold that remained was the ARF Western America region. 


The Bureau was more cautious towards the Western region and did not 
take drastic measures there, even though the region seemed to be beyond its 
control and had the potential to pose a threat on an organizational level. The 
Western region is the largest and most organized community in the Diaspora by 
number of members and also has the greatest financial capabilities. Moreover, 
all indications show that the community will continue to grow numerically, 
given the political and economic instability in the Middle East leading to 
migration westward, as well as the undesirable conditions in Armenia and the 
post-Soviet countries, leading to migration to the USA. Considering these 
circumstances, it can be said that the Western United States region is capable of 
assuming a leading position within the ARF organization and could become the 
axis of the party’s political-ideological course and activities in the future. It 
would not be an exaggeration to say that the Western region is today the heart 
of the Armenian Diaspora. The ARF Central Committee plays a pivotal role in 
the community's life. Each ARF celebratory event organized by the Central 
Committee attracts 3,000 Armenians. In 2015, the march commemorating the 
100th anniversary of the Armenian Genocide, which was primarily organized 
by the ARF Western Central Committee, saw 160,000 participants. These 
numbers indicate that the ARF is an authority in the Western region and that the 


Central Committee has become a key player in the community. 


Conversations with the party members of the Western U.S. region and the 
circulars of the Central Committee directed to its members confirm that the 
ARF Bureau’s policy of targeting the region began at the 32nd General 
Assembly held in 2015. That is, from the day when the Western region 
delegates refused to vote in favor of Hrant Markarian. Previously, by appointing 
the Central Committee in Lebanon, Markarian had "subjugated" the region. The 
same could not be done in the case of the Western America region. The internal 


organizational situation of the region did not resemble the Lebanese 


organization. The Lebanese region is more traditional and, organizationally, 
more fragile. There were different “currents and factions” there. Hrant 
Markarian used those opposing currents in 2014 and 2015 to succeed in his 
"mission" in Lebanon. The Western region was more united and had almost no 
internal cracks on which the Bureau could capitalize. There were a few 
members who were oppositional but did not represent organizational strength. 
There was also the barrier of the country's (United States) internal laws. Taking 
these circumstances into account, the Bureau began to conduct a soft policy of 
capturing the region under its control. First, it began to gather and unite the 
"dissatisfied" or "oppositional" members of the region, many of whom began to 
be valued disproportionately. To encourage their ego, they were invited to 
conferences and even General Assemblies. Alongside these steps, a negative 
attitude began to emerge towards the veteran members of the region. To distort 
the essence of the existing disagreements, efforts were made to personalize the 
issue. The first heavy blow by the Bureau, i.e., Hrant Markarian, was directed at 
Vicken Hovsepian. Being the most influential and well-known figure in the 
region, he became the main target. Numerous labels began to be applied to him, 
from a “mutineer” to “a servant of foreign powers”. The Bureau was convinced 
that by reducing the effect of Hovsepian, the process of controlling the region 
would become easier. The organizational issues began to get publicized at this 
stage under the sponsorship of the Hrant Markarian's Bureau. During the same 
period, inexplicably, news and articles began to be published in the Armenian 
pro-government newspapers, which aimed to discredit the Western region and 
certain individuals. The media, enjoying the patronage of the ARF's political 
ally and third president of Armenia, Serj Sarkissian, wrote about the “Hrant vs. 
Vicken conflicts” and applied certain labels to the latter in those publications. 
These well-studied and planned steps aimed to prepare the ground among the 
party members of the region for future organizational changes. Despite this 


repressive policy pursued by the Bureau, the Central Committees and party 


members of the region continued their regular activities. They recorded their 
complaints and criticisms against the Bureau's political and organizational 
decisions during their meetings, always remaining within the framework of 


organizational discipline. 


On February 23, 2018, the “Lernavayr” local committee of the Western 
region organized a Round Table discussion on the topic of "Popular Uprisings," 
with Dr. Stepan Asdourian, Dr. Razmig Shirinian, Dr. Ara Khanjian, and 
moderator Dr. Garo Momjian as speakers. The main idea and conclusion of this 
discussion was that the preconditions and atmosphere for a popular uprising had 
ripened in Armenia. This Round Table reflected the view of the ARF in the 
Western United States that the ARF in Armenia should end “palace games”, 


return to its roots, and initiate a change of power. 


Part Two: 


How The Events Developed 


The situation on the organizational level was such in ARF when the 
Velvet Revolution took place in Armenia in the spring of 2018. The ruling 
political force, the Republican Party, and its leader Serj Sarkissian, under 
popular pressure, handed over power to Nigol Pashinian. The ARF, being an 
ally of Serj Sarkissian, also lost its power levers and, despite initially being part 
of the first government led by the new Prime Minister Nigol Pashinian, became 
an opposition party. The ARF-Pashinian cooperation did not last long. In 
October, at the end of a parliamentary session, the Prime Minister dismissed the 
ARF ministers from their positions. Before that, on September 23, in the 
Yerevan City Council elections, the ARF failed to pass the five percent 
threshold. It collected only 5,882 votes (1.62% of the voters) and did not 
become part of the city council. Three months later, in December 2018, 
extraordinary parliamentary elections took place in Armenia. Deprived of the 
support of its former ally, the Republican Party, and the levers of power, the 
ARF suffered a humiliating defeat (the party got 3.88% of the votes or 48,816 
votes). For the first time since the 1999 parliamentary elections, the ARF lost its 
representation in parliament. All these figures show that the ARF's rating had 


significantly declined in the eyes of the Armenian people. 


Meanwhile, what was happening in Western America? The popular 
revolution that began in April signaled a new awakening among ARF members 
in many countries. The Western America ARF members, committed to the 
principle of being with the people and for the people, could not remain 
indifferent to this popular uprising. Like the majority of Armenians in Armenia 


and the Diaspora, the Western America ARF members initially saw a glimmer 


of hope in the popular movement, an opportunity to rid Armenia of a corrupt 
and plundering government and to build a more just and developing state, 
marking the beginning of a positive phase of radical changes in the country. A 
few months later, on August 21, 2018, during a rally organized in support of the 
first hundred days of Nigol Pashinian’s government, Carmen Ohanian, speaking 
on behalf of the Western America Central Committee, declared: “The 
revolution must succeed, and this difficult duty should not fall solely on the 
shoulders of the Armenian government but should be achieved through the 
cooperation of every Armenian individual and Armenian organization, utilizing 
our collective capabilities and mobilizing our collective strength. For the 
success of the revolution, we all play a role in the Diaspora. Through 
cooperation, using all our levers, we must become the mighty arm that 


strengthens our homeland.” 


The Western America organization’s political stance towards the new 
Armenian authorities was not very pleasing to the ARF Bureau. Although the 
ARF was initially part of Pashinian’s government, the harshest propaganda 
battle was waged against him, especially on social networks, accusing the Prime 
Minister of anti-ARF sentiments. The Bureau began to use this circumstance 
against the organization in Western America, sometimes covertly and 
sometimes openly, accusing it of supporting Pashinian. Even the above- 
mentioned Round Table discussion, held before the revolution, was exploited 
and labeled as a preparatory groundwork or propaganda for the popular 
revolution, even though the Bureau-Western America ARF confrontation had 
begun about ten years earlier and had no connection to the internal 


developments in Armenia. 


The political processes in Armenia and the consequent decline of the 
party’s rating on one hand, and on the other hand the parliamentary elections in 


Lebanon in May 2018, during which only 55% of Armenian voters voted for the 


ARF, were political defeats and discredited the party on a popular level. On the 
other hand, Hrant Markarian’s Bureau had established a monopoly within the 
party, with only the Western America region remaining beyond its control. 
Under these conditions, on the eve of the General Assembly, the Bureau chief 
representative had the majority of delegates' votes, and the ARF held its 33rd 
General Assembly from January 18-24, 2019, in Stepanagerd. 


The ARF's 33rd General Assembly marked a new turning point in 
Bureau-Western America region relations. First, the Bureau invited Stepan 
Boyadjian and Vache Tovmassian from the Western region to the General 
Assembly, who represented the oppositional minority within the region. The 
report on the region presented by these invitees, in a manner contradictory to the 
ARF's organizational rules, was accepted as the basis by the Assembly 
delegates, suggesting that there were "organizational problems" in the Western 
America region. Meanwhile, the resolution of the Western America Regional 
Assembly was ignored. This indicated that a plan for the Western region had 
already been prepared before the General Assembly. During the Assembly, 
fabricated and absurd cases were initiated against the three delegates 
representing the region. The nature and conclusion of these cases were against 
all ARF moral principles. With this step, Hrant Markarian, the Bureau's chief 
representative at the time, attempted to humiliate the Western America 
delegates and control the region by subjecting them to disciplinary measures. 
The cases were so unfounded that it was impossible to impose disciplinary 
measures. However, Hrant Markarian was determined to humiliate and take 
revenge on the Western region party members at any cost. Vicken Hovsepian 
was forced to sign unheard-of and unseen confessions within the ARF. He 
signed these confessions, firmly believing that the issue with the Western region 
would be resolved, the internal atmosphere would be purified, and a new 


chapter would open in Bureau-Western America relations. All this was not 


enough to dominate the region. To satisfy the “Markarian Policy’, a disciplinary 
committee inexplicably presented a resolution at the end of the Assembly, right 
before the Bureau election agenda, which was approved by the delegates. This 
resolution tasked the newly elected Bureau with closely monitoring the 
organizational life of the Western region and taking steps in this regard. This 
resolution empowered the newly elected Bureau and led to its decision to 
appoint a Central Committee on December 27, 2020. With this resolution of the 
General Assembly, Hrant Markarian, who had declared before the Assembly 
that he would not be part of the new Bureau, tried to remove the burning 


chestnuts with the hand of the new representative, Hagop Der-Khachadourian. 


But were there organizational issues and an unhealthy atmosphere in the 
Western region, as suggested by the 33rd General Assembly after hearing the 
reports of Vache Tovmassian and Stepan Boyadjian, which led to the Bureau to 
achieve the special mandate allowing it to closely monitor the region's issues 
and take steps? Looking back at the organizational life of the Western America 
region, we see that the accusation against the region of being in an unhealthy 
organizational state was neither fair nor factual. In any case, even if there were 
some unsatisfied egos and personal ambitions, the region did not present a basis 
for heavy-handed Bureau intervention. Numerous negative organizational 
phenomena present in other regions of the ARF party (which still exist today) 
were either minimally present or completely absent in the Western region. For 
example, in the last 20 years, 49 members have been part of the elected Central 
Committees. This means that the phenomenon of monopoly and autocracy, 
which is also alien to the ARF, generally did not exist. This phenomenon is 
clearly outlined in the case of the ARF organization in Armenia, where the same 
figures have been seen on the stage for the last 25 years. Likewise, in the last 
ten years, only 15 members have been expelled from the ARF organization of 


Western America, five of whom were later readmitted; three were expelled for 


moral offenses. Of the 15, 10 were expelled upon the recommendation of the 
local committees. If we compare these numbers with the disciplinary measures 
in other regions, we understand that the Western Region’s Central Committees 
had exercised tolerance, and “ungergan” solidarity was predominant, positively 
affecting the organizational and “ungergan” life. However, these issues were 
not deeply discussed by the General Assembly; instead, all attention was 
focused on the organization of Western America with a clear intention to 
subordinate it to the Bureau. In this atmosphere and with this infamous 
resolution the General Assembly was adjourned, awaiting the new Bureau's 


actions. 


In September 2019, Armenian Prime Minister Nigol Pashinian visited 
Los Angeles. The Bureau instructed the Central Committee to properly 
welcome the Prime Minister and have a large presence at the popular rally 
organized for him. This visit occurred at a time when the ARF had become a 
"radical" opposition in Armenia, and ARF media and members on social 
networks criticized the Prime Minister as anti-ARF. The Bureau's instruction 
contradicted the ARF press information. An article on Yerkir.am distorted facts 
and drew parallels between the popular rally organized for the Prime Minister in 
Los Angeles and the popular rally organized in Beirut on Ishkhan Saghatelyan’s 
visit. "The authorities of the Republic of Armenia have 'deployed all resources' 
for the rally organized in Los Angeles on September 22, whereas the rally in 
Beirut was ‘initiated by the ARF Lebanon Public Relations Office.’ The ARF- 
organized event in Beirut was attended by 8,000 Lebanese Armenians, while the 
Armenian community in Beirut is 30,000 (a wrong figure: author). That means 
27% of Beirut's Armenian population attended the rally. In California, there live 
1,000,000 Armenians and only 10,000 Armenian Americans (1%) attended the 
rally, invited by Pashinian”’. It should be noted for history that party members, 


Bureau and Central Committee members, and others attended the Los Angeles 


rally under the Bureau's instructions. This distortion of facts was another 
propaganda effort to undermine the work and reputation of the Western 
America Central Committee, carried out by the Bureau's media outlets in 


Armenia. 


The Bureau elected by the 33rd General Assembly in 2019, armed with 
the General Assembly's resolution, began the "regulation" of the Western 
America organization's issues. In March 2020, the Bureau appointed four new 
members to the Central Committee elected by the 54th Regional Assembly of 
the Western America region. This step by the Bureau was unprecedented and 
had no statutory basis or explanation. The purpose of this decision was to 
strengthen the Bureau’s influence in the region and prepare the ground for the 
success of a Bureau-aligned Central Committee’s election in the next Regional 
Assembly. According to the ARF statute, the number of Central Committee 
members is determined by the Regional Assembly, and if the elected body 
needs additional members during its term, it addresses the Bureau and proposes 
names. The Bureau had already violated the ARF statute in March 2020. The 
Western U.S. Central Committee unanimously protested this decision but to no 
avail. At the same time, the Bureau undertook the work of gathering the places 
of residence (ZIP CODES) of the party members of the region. This act created 
a tense atmosphere in the region. Members began spying on each other and 
passing information to the Bureau. Despite this non-Tashnagtsagan-like 
atmosphere, the Western America Central Committee fully cooperated with the 
Bureau to complete the work. The Bureau's undertaking of such work was also 
meant to humiliate and discredit the Central Committee and it contradicted the 
concept of decentralization in statutory terms. With this step, the Bureau tried to 
strengthen its influence within the local committees of the region. The Bureau 


had violated the ARF statute for the second time, and it was clear that it was 


organizationally struggling to prepare the ground for the election of its loyal 


delegates. 


Such tense conditions and atmosphere were present when the 55th 
Regional Assembly of the Western U.S. was to be held in 2020, from April 30 
to May 3. During those days, as in all countries, COVID-19 was widespread in 
the U.S., and the government had banned gatherings and meetings. 
Consequently, the Central Committee, with the awareness and approval of the 
Bureau, was forced to postpone the assembly until it would be possible to obtain 
appropriate guidelines and permissions from the California state authorities to 


hold the assembly during the pandemic. 


In August 2020, in agreement with the Bureau, the Central Committee 
decided to hold the Regional Assembly from December 3-6, 2020. Although the 
Bureau agreed with this decision, it warned that if the Regional Assembly was 
not held, the Bureau would be "forced to take steps." This warning was 
incomprehensible. What steps was the Bureau referring to months before the 


Regional Assembly? 


On September 27, 2020, the 44-day war in Artsakh began. The 
organization of the Western America region mobilized the community to 
provide political, economic, and media support to the homeland. $425,000 was 
allocated for the war needs. On October 11, a Victory March- in which the 
Central Committee had active participation and around 100,000 Armenians 
attended- was organized in Los Angeles in support of the war efforts in Artsakh. 
A year earlier, in 2019, due to the deteriorating economic conditions in 
Lebanon, the Western America organization had sent $165,000 in aid to 
Lebanon. Later, responding to the Bureau's urging and Catholicos Aram I’s 
appeal, the PAC organized an inter-community fundraiser, raising $1.3 million, 
which was also sent to Lebanon to assist the community and local structures. 


Organizationally, in October, the local committees had already decided on the 


dates for the party members’ local general assemblies, adjusting them to the 
health guidelines of the authorities due to COVID. Unexpectedly, the Bureau 
ordered to halt the local assemblies citing "the Artsakh war and the meeting of 
the OSCE Minsk Group Co-Chairs in Geneva." While the Artsakh war could be 
understood as a reason or pretext for postponing the assemblies, although not 
justifiable, the connection made between the OSCE Minsk Group's meeting and 
the Regional Assembly discredited the Bureau’s decision even further. Our 
inquiry about how such meetings could relate to the Regional Assembly or the 
ARF's internal organizational life did not receive an answer, even from rank- 
and-file cooperating with the Bureau at that time, and thus remains utterly 


incomprehensible. 


The 44-day Artsakh war ended on November 9 with a notorious 
declaration and a complete defeat for the Armenian side. The war and its 
outcome caused deep disappointment among all Armenians. On Thursday, 
November 12, a delegation from the Western America Central Committee met 
with Armenia's Consul General in Los Angeles, Ambassador Armen 
Baibourtian, demanding the Prime Minister’s resignation. "The declaration 
signed by Prime Minister Nigol Pashinian, which ended the relentless war 
against Artsakh and Armenia, was defeatist and humiliating, and it is 
categorically rejected by the people. Such a document is the greatest betrayal 


against our nation," stated the Central Committee's declaration. 


There was very little time left for the preparation of the Regional 
Assembly scheduled for December 3. Despite this tight schedule and the 
difficulties caused by COVID-19 in the country, the Central Committee 
instructed the local committees to hold the party members’ local general 
assemblies by December | and elect delegates in preparation for the Regional 
Assembly. Out of the 18 local committees in Western America, 13 (a two-thirds 


majority required by the ARF statute for the assembly) held their assemblies 


and elected 41 delegates. The remaining five local committees engaged in 
sabotage to thwart the necessary majority for holding the Regional Assembly. 
The subsequent developments and the course of events, as well as some rank- 
and-file we spoke with, substantiate the suspicion that the sabotage of the party 
members’ local general assemblies was coordinated with the Bureau and 
perhaps at its instigation. By December 1, the organization of Western America, 
with delegates from two-thirds of the local committees (41 delegates), was 


ready to hold the Regional Assembly per the statute. 


On December 2, the Bureau informed the Central Committee of its 
decision to suspend the Regional Assembly scheduled for December 3. This 
decision was unexpected for the outgoing Central Committee. The Central 
Committee persistently tried to contact the Bureau representative and other 
Bureau members to clarify the reasons behind the Bureau's decision and to 
prevent any further complications. The Bureau did not respond to phone calls or 
messages. Continuous attempts by Central Committee members Carmen 
Ohanian and Avedik Izmirlian to personally contact Bureau representative 
Hagop Der-Khachadourian went unanswered. The Central Committee addressed 
the Bureau with letter No. 52-709, highlighting all the difficulties they had 
managed to overcome to successfully hold the party members’ local general 
assemblies and proposing to give the remaining five local committees another 
chance so that all local committees could be represented at the Regional 
Assembly to discuss the region’s issues and find appropriate solutions. The 


Bureau left this letter unanswered as well. 


Knowing the standpoints of the elected delegates, the Bureau understood 
that it would not have control over the Regional Assembly and that its hopes of 
electing a favorable Central Committee were dashed. After more than three 
weeks of silence, the Bureau took an unprecedented and inexplicable step by 


announcing the appointment of a new Central Committee via the media (on its 


Facebook page). Contrary to the will of the majority of the region's party 
members, the Bureau appointed the following members to the Central 
Committee: Rostom Aintablian, Knar Kitabjian, Gev Iskajian, Hrayr 
Garabedian, Mikanoush Melkonian, Melkon Melkonian, Mkhitar Mouradian, 


Vicken Babigian, Stepan Boyadjian, Vicken Sosigian, and Steve Dadaian. 
What was unprecedented and inexplicable about this Bureau decision? 


According to the ARF statute, a superior body can appoint a subordinate 
body. As mentioned, similar incidents have occurred in the past when Bureaus 
have appointed Central Committees in other regions. In this sense, there is no 
anti-statutory step. However, appointments have generally been made at the end 
of assemblies. There have also been cases where superior bodies dissolved 
subordinate bodies for organizational failings or other reasons and appointed a 
new body without holding an assembly (bypassing its preparatory work). The 
Central Committee of the Western America region had begun preparations for 
the Regional Assembly with the Bureau's awareness and approval. This means 
the Central Committee had no failings and was not disbanded. Furthermore, 
despite the pandemic conditions, it was possible to carry out the preparatory 
work for the Regional Assembly, which indicated organizational normalcy. The 
region also met the statutory conditions for holding an assembly. The question 
also arises as to why the Bureau did not agree to give the non-compliant local 
committees a second chance as proposed by the Central Committee. Later, the 
Bureau spread false information within the ranks, claiming that the required 
two-thirds majority for the Regional Assembly was not achieved, justifying its 
appointment of a Central Committee as statutory. The Bureau also spread 
misinformation to the public. On March 12, 2021, ARF Bureau member Giro 
Manoyan blatantly distorted reality in his interview with "Azadoutyoun” radio- 
TV station, responding to accusations against the Bureau, stating that the 


assembly of the ARF Western USA region members was anti-statutory: "The 


conditions required by the statute were not met, and therefore it should not have 
been held. The rest is the method of working established by the organization's 
rules, which allows the party to act in different situations. And it is not the case 
that this appointed body will remain appointed forever. It will try to organize 
elections under these COVID conditions, and those elections will produce 
results." Another Bureau member, Arsen Hampartsoumian, in his interview with 
"Hrabarag" online news magazine on March 21, 2021, not only distorted facts 
but also placed the blame for the Bureau's mistakes on the Western America 
organization: "A group that has held party responsible positions for many years 
in the Western U.S. region, mostly driven by vain ambition, along with a 
number of their like-minded people and some other misguided individuals, have 
violated their ARF oath through their misinterpretation and arbitrary application 
of the ARF organizational rules... This group has had a highly anti-disciplinary 
approach. Among other anti-statutory steps, they have ‘held’ an illegal 
‘assembly’ and 'elected' an illegal 'body,' which is illegally acting as the 'ARF 
Western U.S. Central Committee,’ keeping the party's official newspaper 
‘Asbarez' under its control, seizing party-owned immovable and movable 


property and bank accounts..." 


Giro Manoyan, Arsen Hampartsoumian, and the Bureau say nothing 
about the July 2021 Regional Assembly organized by the appointed Central 
Committee, where 250-300 party members participated in the preparatory 
meetings, which completely contradicts the ARF statute. The two Bureau 
members also do not mention the Western America Central Committee’s letter 
No. 52-706, which proposed giving the districts that had not held local 
assemblies a second chance. They only publicly present themselves as zealous 
in protecting the ARF statute. Once again, "Azadoutyoun" and "Hrabarag" 
media outlets were used to continue the propaganda against the Western 


America organization. 


The ARF statute clearly states that if it is impossible to hold a Regional 
Assembly due to insurmountable conditions, the Bureau has the authority to 
extend the term of the Central Committee's activities until favorable conditions 
are created. This provision in the statute places a moral obligation on ARF 
bodies to be diligent in convening accountable assemblies. There have been 
instances where Regional Assemblies were postponed even for a year, and this 
logic was applied in the case of the Lebanon organization during the years of 
civil war in the country. The ARF is a democratic party, and by this action, the 
Bureau deprived more than a thousand ARF members, who had expressed their 


will by electing Regional Assembly delegates, of their rights. 


The case of the Western America organization also differs from some 
other regions. U.S. federal laws (F.A.R.A - Foreign Agent Registration Act) do 
not allow non-profit organizations and associations to be governed from abroad. 
This means that the responsible bodies of those organizations must be elected. 
Such a law also exists in Armenia. By appointing a Central Committee, the 
Bureau contradicted American laws, and at any time, according to U.S. federal 
laws, the appointed Central Committee could be declared illegal, putting the 
entire organization’s existence in question. During our conversations, it was 
revealed that in 2013, the U.S. Department of Justice opened an investigation 
into the activities of the Western America organization, to determine whether 
the Western U.S. organization was being managed or governed by a foreign 
body (1.e., based in Armenia) contrary to U.S. laws. At that time, the Central 
Committee's lawyers presented the ARF’s internal statute to the Department of 
Justice, clearly stating the decentralized structure of the ARF, emphasizing that 
the Western region belongs to the ARF organization, follows its ideology, and 
that the responsible body is the ARF Bureau, which acts as a coordinating body 
with moral authority. The ARF Western U.S. region organization operates 


according to the country's laws. In June 2013, in a letter sent to the Central 


Committee, the Department of Justice informed that it was currently satisfied 
with the investigation results and considered the matter closed. Hagop Der- 
Khachadourian, a Bureau member at that time, was involved in these 
investigations and discussions. The emails existing in the archives confirm that 


the Bureau was involved in this work. 


The Bureau’s step violated the principle of decentralization, which is the 
organizational foundation of the ARF statute. This principle has always been a 
guarantee of the ARF’s success, and adhering to the spirit of this principle 
should have been a fundamental direction for the ARF’s supreme body. Within 
this framework, the Bureau also ignored another important circumstance. 
Operating in many countries with the same organizational principles, the 
Bureau was also obliged to consider the political, cultural, and social conditions 
of each country. The U.S., being a democratic country and an advocate of 
democracy, does not allow the suspension of democratic processes, including 
elections. For an ARF member in the U.S., the concept of appointing a body is 
incomprehensible, even if it exists in the ARF statute. In a country where 
democratic elections are the basis for forming all types of bodies or authorities, 
the concept of appointments is incomprehensible to an ARF member who grew 
up there. The Bureau was also obliged to consider this circumstance and 


sensitivity. 


Part Three 


The 55th Regional Assembly of Western USA and 


Subsequent Developments 


The Bureau's decision to appoint a new Central Committee sparked 
resistance among the region's delegates. They unanimously decided to convene 
the 55th Regional Assembly of Western USA the very next day, December 28, 
2020, with the sole agenda of electing a new Central Committee. The members 
of the Central Committee elected by the 55th Regional Assembly were Carmen 
Ohanian, Harout Mekerdichian, Koko Topalian, Arto Keoleian, Levon 
Giragossian, Sako Berberian, Garo Ispenjian, Alik Urfalian, Toros Kechejian, 
Shahe Derderian, and Vahan Bezdigian. The Assembly also unanimously 
adopted a resolution demanding the resignation of Nigol Pashinian. 
Interestingly, according to the Assembly's records, the proposal for Pashinian's 
resignation was presented by Vicken Hovsepian, who had always been accused 
by the Bureau of being a "Pashinian supporter." The proposal was unanimously 


adopted by the Assembly participants. 


This move by the Western USA delegates was also against the ARF’s 
bylaws. As ARF members, they were obliged to first accept the Bureau's 
decision and then take a stance. Could a new organizational situation have been 
created, and a new Regional Assembly demanded? This discussion could have 
opened the door to many interpretations and opinions, potentially worsening the 
internal situation. The fact is that by convening the Regional Assembly, the 
delegates refused to comply with the Bureau's decision, placing the entire party 


in a new organizational reality. 


This election marked the entry of the Western USA organization, and the 


ARF in general, into an unprecedented new phase of organizational crisis. 


Effectively, the Bureau's decision and the Regional Assembly's meeting resulted 


in the existence of two Central Committees within the same region. 


Considering the Regional Assembly and the election of a new Central 
Committee as illegal and secessionist, the Bureau declared this Assembly and 
the election of the Central Committee itself as illegal, a violation of the bylaws, 
and a rebellion against the superior body's decisions, leading to disciplinary 
measures. Over time, around 100 rank-and-file, including elected or former 
Central Committee members and veteran and prominent party members, were 
expelled or dismissed from the ARF. The official newspaper of the Western 
USA organization, "Asbarez," aligned with the elected Central Committee, was 
declared "seized" and was characterized as a non-ARF publication. Its chief 
editor, Ara Khachadourian, was also expelled. The entire ARF organization, 
adhering to the understanding of disciplinary measures, refused to recognize the 
elected Central Committee and communicate with it. Simultaneously, contrary 
to ARF traditions, ARF newspapers in different countries began to publish 
statements from the appointed Central Committee. This step was an attempt by 
the Bureau and ARF Central Committees to give authority and legitimacy to the 
appointed Central Committee in Western America. Never before had an 
appointed Central Committee been so publicized in both ARF and Armenian 
media. The appointed Central Committee's statements also began to appear in 
certain Armenian newspapers funded by former officials who had long been 
political allies of the ARF Bureau. In this way, the Bureau tried to completely 
isolate the elected Central Committee and create the illusion that the appointed 
body was the only legitimate Central Committee of the Western USA. The ARF 
Bureau overlooked the fact that the moral authority and legal legitimacy of ARF 
bodies come not from non-ARF or paid Armenian media, but from the 
“Tashnagtsagan” rank-and-file, whose right to elect had been violated in this 


effort to isolate the elected body of the Western USA. Lacking a platform to 


disseminate its message ("Asbarez" was controlled by the elected Western USA 
Central Committee), a new online newspaper, "Oragark," was created to 


become the official organ of the Bureau-appointed Central Committee. 


Parallel to its disciplinary actions, on January 14, 2021, the Bureau called 
for a meeting with ARF Western USA members to explain and justify its 
decision to appoint a Central Committee. The majority of the region's members 
refused to attend this meeting. The numerical failure of this meeting suggested 
that the decision to convene a Regional Assembly enjoyed the support of the 
majority of the region's party members. The stance of the region's members was 
an expression of their reaction to the Bureau's policy towards the Western USA 
organization since 2015, a policy the implications of which the Bureau had 
failed to understand, driven by personal ambitions and sentiments. As noted, the 
Western USA organization’s rebellion was a response to the oppressive 
atmosphere and steps against it and thus was not premeditated. For this reason, 
the rejection of the Bureau-appointed Central Committee was not aimed at 


splitting from the ARF and operating independently. 


This authoritarian tendency, clearly visible in the Bureau's activities and 
hardened over the past twenty years, had successfully created a rift between the 
Western USA organization and the entire party. The new representative, Hagop 
Der-Khachadourian, sacrificed ARF unity for personal ambitions. Who could 


rejoice or benefit from the division and weakening of the ARF? 


With this organizational split, the ARF was bound to continue its political 
activities in a weakened state both in Armenia and the Diaspora starting in 


2021. 


Negotiations 


Despite the disciplinary measures taken by the Bureau against the elected 
Central Committee members and the defamation campaign against them and 
other party members, the Central Committee elected on December 28 initiated 
negotiations with the Bureau to amicably resolve the crisis. These negotiations 
were bound to be difficult. On one side was the Bureau's reputation and 
authority, and on the other, the Western USA organization relied on the bylaws 
and the democratic and decentralization principles it stipulated. Both sides 
would attempt to make their conditions acceptable. As the interpreter of the 
ARF’s bylaws and the highest executive body of the party, the Bureau was keen 
that its decision to appoint a Central Committee be respected at all costs, after 
which other issues could be discussed. The Western USA Central Committee, 
relying on the support of the majority of the region’s party members and the 
specifics of the bylaws and the country's laws alike, sought a middle ground to 
avoid further complications. The negotiations lasted more than two and a half 
years. Parallel to these negotiations, both sides maintained their stances. The 
Bureau, while negotiating, continued disciplinary measures, reaching a total of 
100, while the Western USA Central Committee operated as the highest body of 
the ARF in Western USA, rallying supportive members. 


Events concurrent with the negotiations inevitably impacted their 
atmosphere, continuity, and eventual positive resolution. Initially, the Bureau 
was uncompromising, demanding the execution of its decision from a 
disciplinary standpoint. Meanwhile, the Western USA organization reiterated its 
fundamental stance that the situation should return to that of December 2020 
and resolve the differences democratically. The ongoing legal processes and the 
political developments in Armenia, which did not favor the ARF, eventually 


pushed the Bureau to begin retreating from its conditions. Particularly, the July 


2023 Court of Appeal ruling in favor of the Western USA Central Committee 
marked the beginning of the resolution. It can also be said that political 
developments in Armenia, which were not favorable to the ARF, influenced the 


Bureau's adoption of a more conciliatory policy. 


Negotiations, sometimes with interruptions, always continued. The 


Western USA Central Committee based its negotiations on the following points: 


1. The annulment of all disciplinary measures imposed by the Bureau 


or the appointed body. 


2. The announcement of a new Regional Assembly based on 


democratic principles, with the participation of all party members. 


3. The transfer of all properties and assets to the C.C. legally elected 
by the Regional Assembly delegates. 


A few days after the Regional Assembly, in January 2021, Western USA 
Central Committee members Carmen Ohanian and Koko Topalian held a Zoom 
meeting with Bureau representative Hagop Der-Khachadourian and member 
Vicken Yacoubian. This meeting ended with threats and deadlines given by the 


Bureau. 


A few days later, again in January 2021, a meeting was held between 
Central Committee members Carmen Ohanian and Koko Topalian, and Bureau 
members Vicken Yacoubian and Aram Kalousdian. The Bureau's authorized 
negotiators proposed transferring all properties and management rights to the 
appointed Central Committee in exchange for the Bureau's promise to review 
the disciplinary measures. The Western USA C.C. representatives proposed 
returning to the pre-crisis period. Due to this difference in perspectives, this 


meeting also ended unsuccessfully. 


Immediately after the second meeting, in January 2021, at the invitation 
of the Bureau, reputable members of the region Nshan Piroumian, Mardig 
Gaboudian, and Vahe Hovagimian had a meeting with Bureau member Vicken 
Yacoubian. The aforementioned three men presented a guide for resolving the 
issue. The Bureau's envoy promised to present the proposed points to the 
Bureau. This meeting was followed by the dismissal and expulsion of some 
members of the Western USA organization from the ranks of the 


Dashnaktsutyun. 


At the beginning of March 2021, through the mediation of Bureau 
member Vicken Yacoubian, a meeting over the phone took place between 
Bureau representative Hagop Der-Khachadourian and Western USA Central 
Committee member Koko Topalian and party member Vicken Hovsepian. The 
Bureau representative demanded that they mediate so that the elected Central 
Committee immediately hands over all properties to the Central Committee 
appointed by the Bureau and publicly resigns. This meeting also resulted in no 


understanding. 


In May 2021, during the visit of the Bureau representative H. Der- 
Khachadourian to Los Angeles, through the mediation and persuasion of a 
group of party members from the Western USA region (represented by rank- 
and-file named Shant Baboujian), Central Committee representative Carmen 
Ohanian made a written request for a meeting to the Bureau representative. 
Despite prior assurances that a meeting will take place, the request goes 
unanswered. The Bureau representative informs the mediators that he does not 


want to meet with those "expelled" from Dashnaktsutyun. 


At the beginning of July 2021, party member Vicken Hovsepian, on his 
initiative, sends a written message to 5 Bureau members: H. Der- 
Khachadourian, A. Kalusdian, V. Paghumian, M. Papazian, and V. Yacoubian. 


The last had resigned from the Bureau. Vicken Hovsepian warns that according 


to his information, the legal issues (which had already started) would soon reach 
a very serious stage and requests the immediate attention of the Bureau to this 


matter to prevent further complications. This request also goes unanswered. 


Parallel to these negotiations, the Central Committee appointed by the 
Bureau organized a Regional Assembly in June 2021 to elect a new Central 
Committee. About 250-300 party members participated in the entire process of 
the Regional Assembly (party members’ general party assemblies and the 
Regional Assembly); a minority, which neither gives moral nor representative 
authority to a “Tashnagtsagan” body. The participation of a few rank-and-file 
once again confirmed that the Central Committee elected by the Regional 
Assembly on December 28, 2020, enjoyed the support of the majority of 
Western America party members and that the decision to convene the Regional 
Assembly and elect a Central Committee in December was not an initiative of 
individuals or a group but rather had a spontaneous nature. The majority of 
Western America party members, by not participating in these "elections," sent 
the message that they also bear responsibility for the convening and decisions of 
the 55th Regional Assembly. Here, it should be added that during the 
preparatory work for the 34th General Assembly in 2022, the participation in 
the assemblies organized by the Bureau-appointed Central Committee remained 
the same (250-300 rank-and-file), which raised serious questions about their 
participation in the ARF General Assembly. After these elections, the Bureau- 
appointed Central Committee, in an unprecedented circular in the history of the 
Dashnaktsutyun, invited the party members of the region to declare their loyalty 
to it. After the 34th General Assembly, the Bureau also sent a similar circular. 
These two circulars are incomprehensible from a “Tashnagtsagan”’ perspective 


towards the party members and remind of the era of the Inquisition. 


On October 26, 2022, a meeting took place at the Glendale Belmont 


Central Committee office between some members of the Central Committee and 


the Bureau of the ARF. During the meeting, the Bureau presented its proposals 
consisting of 9 points for a solution. Encouraged by the Bureau's willingness to 
engage in negotiations, the Central Committee positively evaluated the 
constructive stance of the Bureau. With these new proposals, the Bureau 
deviated from its previous approaches, which always came with threats and 


ultimatums during negotiations. 


On November 3, the Central Committee organized a “reporting meeting” 
attended by more than 300 members from the local committees and around 50 
veteran party members from the Western America region. During this meeting, 
the Bureau's proposals presented on October 26 are discussed. The Central 
Committee informs the Bureau that the proposals consisting of 9 points can 
serve as a basis for negotiations. During the meeting with the Bureau on 
December 16, the Central Committee emphasized the concern of the party 
members who participated in the consultative meeting that the most important 
issues, decentralization of the organization and democratic principles, must be 
sanctified in any agreement and that the disciplinary decisions taken against the 
party members of the Western USA region due to the crisis must be annulled. 
During the December 16 meeting, the Bureau proposes that the Central 
Committee postpone or cancel the Regional Assembly already scheduled for 
January 13. The Central Committee clearly explains to the Bureau that it is 
impossible to refrain from convening the Regional Assembly. Disagreements 
over the convening of the scheduled Regional Assembly caused the negotiations 
to break down. At this stage of the negotiations, the Bureau's proposals included 
points that had been the Central Committee's demands since the first day of 
negotiations. Thus, the Central Committee agreed to sign a document 
confirming that all transfers should be made to the Central Committee elected 
through a Regional Assembly (this point is a routine process provided by the 


bylaws) and that all ongoing legal processes should be frozen. However, the 


Bureau did not guarantee to cancel the disciplinary actions taken by the Bureau- 
appointed Central Committee. The Bureau's demand to cancel the Regional 
Assembly was a trap. First, it was a disruption of the regular organizational life, 
and second, it would contradict the US court's decision, which would also cast 
doubt on the legitimacy of the Central Committee elected in December 2020. In 
case the Regional Assembly was not convened, the Central Committee would 
become illegal both organizationally and under American law, and the party 
would fall into a much deeper crisis. With these concerns and the aim to keep 
organizational life in its regular course, the Western America Central 
Committee organized the 56th Regional Assembly, which took place on January 
13-15, 2023. This assembly thoroughly discussed the region’s organization’s 
issues. In its statement, the newly elected Central Committee expressed its 
commitment to continue negotiations with the Bureau, to unite with the larger 
family of the Dashnaktsutyun, despite the fact, as it mentions in its statement, 
that the negotiations were a "delicate and fragile" process, where the 
fundamental principles of the ARF must be sanctified for the revitalization and 
rejuvenation of the organization. The members elected to the Central 
Committee at the assembly were Carmen Ohanian, Arto Keolian, Harout 
Mekerdichian, Vahan Bezdigian, Shahan Derderian, Garo Ispenjian, Manoug 
Choukhajian, Toros Kechejian, Levon Giragossian, Hrayr Koutnouian, and 


Tamar Urishian. 


The deadlock in the negotiations continued until the 34th General 


Assembly of the ARF, which convened in March 2023 in Armenia. 


While these negotiations were taking place, legal processes also began. 
At the court's request, mediation was to take place between the two sides on 
May 19, 2023, where the sides should try to find common ground. This meeting 
was followed by another meeting, and also several other meetings on the side, 


but all of them turned out to be a series of fruitless discussions. In these 


meetings, the appointed Central Committee withdrew from certain points 
previously agreed upon with the Bureau, thus placing the entire responsibility 


for the success or failure of the negotiations on the Bureau. 


Court Procedures 


In parallel to the ongoing negotiations, the Central Committee of Western 
America and the Bureau’s appointed Central Committee remained at odds with 
each other starting from the 28" of December. From the initial moment, this 
reality stopped being a purely internal organizational issue and transformed into 
a public issue and gained the attention of the public. After a short while, the issue 
reached the governmental bodies of the USA through the court cases that were 


initiated against each other by both sides. 


The judicial confrontations and the tugging coming from both sides 
produced a tiring daily atmosphere and mentally draining situations within the 


members of the organization and the overall Diaspora community. 


On the 28" of May 2021, on behalf of the Bureau’s Central Committee, 
Ayda Dimejian, Sdepan Boyajian, and Khachig Tazian initiated a court case in 
the High Court of California against ARF Dashnaktsutyun, Western USA and the 
members of the Central Committee, demanding the court to rule the December 
2020 Regional Assembly and the elected Central Committee as void. Within the 
file of the case, the accusers had presented the ARF by-laws, minutes of internal 
meetings, declarations, letters, and recordings. In this way, the American court 
gained access to the archives of the ARF. On the 18" of January 2022, the High 
Court of California asserted that the December 2020 Regional Assembly was 
legitimate. The court’s justification was that the accusers were attempting to 
overthrow the democratic process of the organization and to replace the 
democratically elected Central Committee with an externally assigned body. This 
decision gave a legal foundation for the Central Committee’s claim as the only 
legitimate executive body of the organization. The accusers had presented to the 


court the party by-laws, which were previously presented to the US Justice 


Department in 2013 (F.A.R.A - Foreign Agent Registration Act), according to 
which the ARF is a decentralized organization and is not governed externally. 
The court decision put the Bureau in front of a difficult and heavy situation and 
the Bureau’s Central Committee in Western America became an illegitimate body. 
For the aim of justifying this failure, in addition to interpreting the court’s 
decision, a Zoom meeting was organized. During this meeting, numerous 
unfitting and illegal expressions were recorded, which reached the extent of 
criticizing the judge and saying that the court decision was adopted due to 
pressures on the judge. During this same meeting, the Catholicos of the Grand 


House of Cilicia, Aram I became a target of criticism. 


After losing this trial case, the accusers spread the news on social media 
that a “false” party statute was presented to the court, which was claimed to have 
become a foundation for the unjust decision. Additionally, this news contained 
the information that the accusers were planning to raise an appeal to the California 
Court of Appeal, therefore refusing the trial court’s decision. The decision on the 
case raised to the Court of Appeal was released in July 2023. It agreed with the 
trial court’s decision and thus, the Central Committee won the appeal case’s trial. 
The legitimacy of the Regional Assembly of 28 December 2020 was finally 
asserted and the Central Committee, which was elected during that Assembly, 
became the exclusively accepted Central Committee of ARF Dashnaktsutyun 
Western USA. What attracts one’s attention is the expressed opinion in the court’s 
decision, through which the American Court directly raised accusations against 


the ARF Bureau. 
The Court of Appeal’s decision expresses the following. 


“The behavioral pattern of the Bureau is a transgression of the Party 
Constitution of the Western USA ARF-Dashnaktsutyun, and a threat to the 
independence of the organization. In line with the testimony of the chairman of 


the Central Committee, the decision of the Bureau produced confusion and 


indecision within the ARF-Dashnaktsutyun of the Western USA region, because 
it was unclear for rank-and-file, whether the Central Committee or the Bureau 
governed the organization. Due to the behavioral pattern of the Bureau and the 
confusion that it caused within the ranks of the Western USA ARF- 
Dashnaktsutyun, the Central Committee’s opinion concerning the necessity of 
immediately organizing a Regional Assembly in a short period for the aim of 
electing a new and legitimate Central Committee was entirely logical. The 
Central Committee’s opinion was also logical when it claimed that the district 
branches of the ARF-Dashnaktsutyun of the Western USA region were ready to 
be present in the Regional Assembly since the majority of the district branches 
had already elected their representatives. Subsequently, the Court, within the 
limits of its reasonable authorities, acted correctly when it found that the decision 
to organize a Regional Assembly in the timespan of one day be just and 
reasonable, as is legislated under the subhead (g) of paragraph 7511.” 
(Translator's note: This is a translation of the related paragraph of the court's 


decision from Armenian, as quoted in the original text.). 


This decision of the Court of Appeal was a hard blow to the Bureau and 
the Bureau-aligned Central Committee. “The Central Committee’s opinion 
concerning the necessity of immediately organizing a Regional Assembly in 
a short period for the aim of electing a new and legitimate Central 
Committee was entirely logical.”. This means that in the opinion of the US 
Court and subsequently of the US government the legitimate Central Committee 


should be elected and not appointed. Although the Bureau knew of this since 2013. 


On the 26" of August 2022, the Bureau-aligned Central Committee lost 
another trial case. The case was initiated under the name of ““ACF Glendale and 
ACF North Hollywood against the Armenian Cultural Foundation”. In the 


situation of this trial case, its goal was to obtain permission from the Court to 


investigate the account books and archives of the Armenian Cultural Foundation. 
The Court rejected this demand, considering it an act to illegally obtain the 
property of the Western USA ARF- Dashnaktsutyun and the Armenian Cultural 
Foundation. The Court also asserted that the governing body of the ACF Glendale 
Branch is illegal and therefore does not have the legal basis or the credentials to 
initiate a trial case in the name of the branch. After this decision, the yearly 
assembly of the Armenian Cultural Foundation and the election of its leadership 
took place on the previously decided date of September 7, 2022. The Bureau’s 
Central Committee had gone to court, in an attempt to hinder the meeting of the 
assembly and the elections that would take place there. Within the framework of 
the same judicial process, although later, the court case concerning the Armenian 
Cultural Foundation’s elections had been initiated by the illegitimate bodies 
claiming that they belong to the Glendale, La Crescenta, San Francisco, and West 
San Francisco Valley branches of the ACF. The Court refused the demand to 
legitimize the illegitimate results of the elections of the ACF conducted in 
Burbank in November 2022, in addition to considering these results as 
transgressions on the ACF statute. The Court also issued a decision that the 
Armenian Cultural Foundation should conduct new elections instead of the 
elections done in November 2022, mainly due to the confusion and indecision 
concerning which bodies are the legitimate branches of the ACF in these four 
regions. In agreement with the Court decision, when the legitimate branches are 
decided, these four branches should conduct new elections for their respective 
representatives, and subsequently, before November 2023, the yearly assembly 
of the ACF should take place to elect its governing body. Meanwhile, the 


representatives of the undisputed branches should remain the same. 


In turn, the Central Committee of Western America filed a lawsuit in the 
Federal Court on July 9, 2021. According to US law, the Central Committee was 


obliged to monitor the security of its non-profit accounts. 


The Federal lawsuit demanded 


A) A return of the more than $600,000 that was stolen from Central 
Committee’s local accounts in ACF branches in La Crescenta, Orange County, 
and San Francisco County, in violation of the CIVIL RICO statutes, and 
transferred to new and fraudulent entities that do not even have the status of non- 


profit organizations. 


B) The return of the Central Committee-designated social media pages, 


membership lists, Trademarks, and assets. 


c) Prohibition by a court decision of the appointed Central Committee from 


continuing to represent the Dashnaktsutyun organization. 


The suit also sought reimbursement for legal fees and court costs. The 
Bureau’s Central Committee tried to convince the court with a special appeal that 
the Central Committee’s claim be canceled, but the judge decided to continue the 


trial case in the light of undeniable facts. 


On October 25, 2021, the United States Federal Court denied the request 
of the Bureau's Central Committee to declare invalid the lawsuits filed against 
them, which would cover several violations, including the illegal use of the 
official registration (Trademark) of the name “Dashnaktsutyun” and the illegal 
appropriation of an amount of more than 600,000 dollars. The Federal Court also 
rejected the request of the Bureau’s Central Committee to freeze the above court 
case brought by the Central Committee until the final resolution of the case 


against the Central Committee in the State Court is reached. 


On November 24, 2021, the Federal Court rejected the request of the 
defendants to declare invalid and dissolve the court case of civil actions opened 
against them based on the RICO law, considering the counterarguments presented 
by the defendants in this regard to be devoid of legal grounds. The ARF 
Dashnaktsutyun of Western USA and the Armenian Cultural Foundation (ACF) 


filed a lawsuit in the Federal Court against the illegal entities on December 27, 
2020, including against the following organizations- the Central Committee 
appointed on the part of the Bureau, in addition to the members of the Central 
Committee who were elected at the Regional Assembly organized by the Bureau- 
designated Central Committee in July 2021. The indictments of the court case 
based on the civil RICO law were related to the illegal embezzlement of funds 
from the accounts of the Armenian Cultural Foundation and the illegal 


exploitation of the officially registered names of entities. 


Vartkes Anivian, a senior party member of the ARF-Dashnaktsutyun 
Western USA, passed away in 2013 and willed a part of his property to the Central 
Committee. At the time, it was not possible to divide the donated amount. In April 
2021, the Central Committee lawyer dealing with this matter noticed that the 
name of the Dashnaktsutyun was secretly changed as a beneficiary of the will and 
the name of a new organization replaced it, which was an organization created by 
the Bureau’s Central Committee. The Central Committee appealed to the court to 
suspend the division of Vartkes Anivian's will until the facts became clear. 
According to the local laws of the United States, any non-profit organization is 
responsible and liable to the law to control and supervise the money and assets 
belonging to it. This case was later decided in favor of the Western America 


Central Committee. 


The trial of the lawsuit filed by Antranig Charchafchian, Anoush Chalian, 
and Garen Yeghpayrian against the Western America Central Committee took 
place on July 5 and 6, 2023 in the Los Angeles High Court. The court heard the 
testimonies of Daron Der-Khachadourian, Hovig Saliba, Vrouyr Frankian, 
Melkon Melkonian, and Vahe Bozoian. According to the working schedule of the 


court, the trial was adjourned to resume on September 25, 2023. 


The legal proceedings against the Western America Central Committee in 


the US courts initiated by members of the Bureau’s Central Committee or its 


supporters could not have been carried out without the Bureau's knowledge. 
Considering the costly process in the US courts, it cannot be believed that the 
lawsuits opened against the Western USA region Central Committee were 
initiatives of individuals. This is also evidenced by the response of the 
representative of the Bureau, in May 2021, in the hall of the Glendale 
“Asdvadzadzin” church, when asked by the “Tashnagtsagan” rank-and-file about 
what kind of end the problems of the Western America Central Committee would 


have. "Unfortunately, they will be decided upon in the American courts." 


The 34 General Assembly of the ARF 


The organizational crisis that had begun in December of 2020 had been 
there for two years. In parallel with this unpleasant situation, the political events 
in Armenia started developing against the adopted trajectory of the 


Dashnaktsutyun. 


After the defeat in the 44-day Artsakh war, in both Armenia and the 
Diaspora a daily demand for the resignation of Nigol Pashinian was growing. 
Meanwhile, the Dashnaktsutyun, having built an alliance with 17 other political 
parties, had created the “Homeland Salvation Movement”, which was attempting 
to overthrow the Armenian government through street struggle. Taking into 
consideration the political crisis, the Armenian Prime Minister declared his 
resignation on the 25" of April 2020 and assigned the 20" of June 2021 as a date 


for extraordinary parliamentary elections. 


Dashnaktsutyun decided to participate in the elections as part of the 
“Hayasdan” alliance, which was headed by the second President of Armenia 
Robert Kocharian. The “Veradzenvogh Hayasdan” party also took part in this 
newly created alliance. The alliance with Kocharian was not met favorably on the 
part of ARF party members. By the results of the elections, the alliance became 
the second largest bloc in the parliament, and approximately 10 ARF members 
became members of parliament; however, the name “Dashnaktsutyun fraction” 


did not appear in the parliament. 


Later, this coalition, along with other opposition forces, attempted for the 


second time in May 2022 to overthrow the Armenian government through street 


protests. This movement, operating under the name "Resistance," was led and 
driven by the ARF. However, this movement also did not gain popular approval 
and eventually faded over time. Both the "Homeland Salvation Movement" and 
the "Resistance" movement further discredited the ARF's reputation. In the 
summer of 2022, during local elections held in various regions and cities of 
Armenia, the party did not achieve any significant results. The ARF no longer 


had a popular base in Armenia. 


Under these unfavorable political and organizational conditions, the 
spotlight was focused on the ARF's General Assembly scheduled for March 2023. 
The crisis in Western America had placed the party in an unprecedented and 
complex organizational reality. It was expected that the General Assembly would 
properly address this organizational crisis and bring the party out of the 
undesirable situation. The Western America Central Committee, which was 
organizationally rejected and isolated, was unable to participate in the ARF's 34th 
General Assembly held in Armenia. Nevertheless, the Central Committee 
informed the rank and file about the upcoming assembly through a circular and 
urged them to send individual letters to the assembly to express their views on 
resolving the ongoing issue in the region. Many party members responded to this 


suggestion by sending explanatory letters to the General Assembly. 


In turn, the Central Committee sent a detailed explanatory letter to the 
General Assembly, presenting and explaining the nature of Western America’s 
organization’s issues, the course of their development, and finally, its views and 


suggestions for resolving them. 


The extent to which the ARF's 34th General Assembly comprehensively 
discussed the crisis in Western America is evident from the ultimatum it issued 
to the organization there. Based on the one-sided information and reports 


presented by the Bureau and the Bureau-appointed Central Committee, the 


Assembly sent an ultimatum to the Western America Central Committee, 


demanding the following: 
1. Accept the ARF's organizational rules as our only statute. 


2. Return all properties, assets, and bank accounts belonging to the 


party to the ARF and immediately halt all ongoing legal cases. 


3. If the above conditions are met, the General Assembly will 


reconsider the disciplinary penalties imposed on you by the ARF Bureau. 


The organization in Western America was given twenty-four hours to 


respond to the General Assembly's ultimatum. 


These conditions were similar to the previous conditions set by the Bureau. 
There was no mention of the essence of the issue, the violation of the ARF 
members’ statutory rights, or the arbitrary violation of the statute by the Bureau. 
In its explanatory response to the aforementioned assembly, the Western America 
Central Committee reaffirmed its belonging to the larger ARF family while 
stating that it was ready to transfer all properties, assets, and accounts to the 
Central Committee elected by the Western America organization’s Regional 
Assembly, proposing a comprehensive and detailed discussion to find solutions 
to the current crisis. This response from the Central Committee also contained the 
same ideas that had been presented during its negotiations with the Bureau. Both 
sides remained steadfast in their views and did not make any concessions in their 
vision for resolving the issue, resulting in the ARF's 34th General Assembly being 


unable to bypass the crisis. 


Everyday Struggle and Resolution 


This organizational crisis did not remain a mere ARF partisan issue. It 
manifested itself both within the Armenian community of Western America and 
within Armenian communities wherever there was an ARF organization, in 
general. Throughout the duration of the crisis (December 2020 — September 
2023), propaganda escalated the atmosphere further. Intolerance and 
confrontation reached such a level that even personal relationships and 
friendships were disrupted. Every event or initiative within the Western US 
region served to discredit the other side. Even social media was used to demean 
ARF bodies and individuals. This atmosphere turned into a daily struggle, 
involving and utilizing even the A.Y.F. (Armenian Youth Federation) and the 
juniors’ organizations of the ARF Western America, as well as the Armenian 
Relief Society (ARS), “Hamazkayin” Cultural Association, “Homenetmen” 


Scouts and Sports Union, etc. 


The Western America Central Committee had the wisdom to keep the 
A.Y.F. and juniors’ organizations away from this organizational crisis and 
unhealthy atmosphere. Even though these two units followed the Bureau- 
appointed Central Committee, the ARF clubs under the control of the Western 
America Central Committee kept their doors open to them. From the Bureau's 
side, unnecessary sentiments and hatred were instilled in the younger generation, 
who participated in the campaign to discredit the party and community bodies 


and individual ARF members and community members. Often, fabricated issues 


and problems were created to heat the atmosphere and to cause provocations, and 
sometimes misunderstandings and situations were exploited to sow hatred. The 
incidents mentioned below are a few examples that sufficiently reflect the 
atmosphere and environment experienced by the Armenian community in the U.S. 


and especially the ARF organization from December 2020 to September 2023. 


In February 2021, elections for the Western America ARF local 
committees took place. On the 26th of the month, during the elections of the 
"Aharonian" (Glendale) committee, a group of individual ARF members from 
other districts gathered, including members of the Bureau-appointed Central 
Committee, attempted to disrupt the district’s general assembly and the election 
of the new local committee with insults and street behavior. They even attempted 
to provoke physical confrontation. The restraint of the assembly members and the 
intervention of the police prevented unnecessary tension. The assembly moved to 
the Central Committee building where it was possible to hold the general 


assembly and elect a new committee. 


The struggle against the Western America Central Committee even 
extended beyond the borders of the U.S. Former political prisoner Hampig 
Sassounian was used in the campaign against the Western America Central 
Committee, who, on various occasions in Armenia, made statements and insults 
unworthy of a “Tashnagtsagan” towards the Central Committee and the party 


members of the region. 


In April 2021, a delegation from the Central Committee traveled to 
Armenia to provide financial assistance to the families of soldiers martyred 
during the 44-day Artsakh war. During this visit, efforts were made to thwart the 
visit at all costs and undermine the mission’s purpose. Members of the ARF 
Armenia organization persuaded the families of the martyrs to refuse or return 
the provided assistance. Many of these families returned the assistance but later, 


with regret, approached the delegation members and recounted the incident. The 


delegation members received threats but, fortunately, without giving importance 
to the threats, they continued and completed their work. It should be recorded in 
history that, to their credit, the delegation members had the foresight not to appeal 


to state bodies regarding the threats made against them. 


On June 26, 2022, A.Y.F. events took place in the districts of the “Rosdom” 
and “Shiragian” local committees, with the full support and assistance of the 
committees. In the case of the “Shiragian” committee, an A. Y.F. oath ceremony 
took place, while in the case of the “Rosdom” committee, a soccer tournament 
was held between the A. Y.F. teams. By the decision of the “Shiragian” committee, 
the entry of one A.Y.F. Central Executive member into the center was previously 
prohibited due to problematic behavior, for which he had been suspended for 
several months by the Executive of which he was a member. Another Central 
Executive member, who refused to cooperate with the “Rostom” committee, was 
denied attendance at the event by the committee for security reasons. These two 
incidents were used by the Bureau-appointed Central Committee to spread 
misinformation and mislead the youth. Such stances by the youth leaders became 
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more frequent, negatively impacting the A.Y.F. members’ “tashnagtsagan” 


formation. 


On March 21, 2023, a delegation from the Central Committee met with 
Nazeli Hampartsoumian, Deputy Consul General of Armenia in Los Angeles. On 
March 31, a meeting took place in Washington with Armenia’s Ambassador Lilit 
Magunts. These meetings were fiercely criticized by the Bureau-appointed 
Central Committee and its followers, with mudslinging and slander against the 
U.S. Central Committee on social media sites. The Bureau-appointed Central 


Committee also published a statement on this matter. 


In April 2023, on Easter Sunday and a day before, flyers were distributed 
at the Holy Asdvadzadzin church in Glendale by the A. Y.F. without permission. 


According to long-standing tradition, any community organization (including 


local committees, Central Committee’s subcommittees, the A.Y.F., and others) 
was obliged to be respectful of the authority of the church's board when 
distributing flyers or selling goods at the church. Permission was requested and 
obtained for the Encino stop, but no such permission was sought from the 
Glendale church, resulting in the security guards not allowing the distribution of 
flyers. This incident caused a significant uproar among A.Y.F. members, who 
accused the Central Committee of obstructing the distribution of flyers about the 
Armenian Genocide. Even the commemoration of the Armenian Genocide was 
being exploited as part of internal organizational disputes. Coincidentally, on the 
next day, Monday evening, during a "public forum," Armenian youngsters and 
A.Y.F. members were expelled from the Burbank Armenian Center because they 
"could become problematic." This expulsion was intended to cover the inability 
to address concerns related to the current situation in Armenia. All of this took 


place during what was announced as a "public forum." 


Alongside these incidents, daily counter-propaganda was conducted, 
especially on social networks. Continuous defamatory information and lies were 
spread through fake accounts. Both sides accused each other of engaging in this 


counter-propaganda. 


The Armenian Apostolic Church also did not remain uninvolved in this 
turmoil. In April 2023, during the 132nd anniversary celebration of the ARF, the 
Bureau-appointed Central Committee required the Western America Armenian 
Apostolic Church Diocese's Prelate to speak and praise it. This was 
unprecedented in the history of the ARF. Generally, the presence of Armenian 
clergy at ARF events has moral significance, and at best, they close the event with 
the "Bahbanich" prayer. This provocative approach was not in line with the ARF's 
moral characteristics and political doctrine. With this act, the Bureau-appointed 
Central Committee aimed to gain authority by having the support of the Armenian 


clergy. 


Such incidents only damaged the ARF's reputation. Whether intentional or 


not, these actions were far from the principles of ARF conduct and idealism. 


Despite this intolerable atmosphere in the community, the Western 
America Central Committee undertook efforts to expand its scope of activities. 
About a year after the Central Committee’s delegation visited Armenia in April 
2021, a second delegation was sent to Armenia. The purpose of this delegation 
was to make charitable investments in Armenia. Cultural centers in the villages 
of the Talin region were renovated. Fundraising events were organized by the 
"Lernavayr" and "A. Shiragian" local committees and funds were allocated for 
these projects through the Armenian Cultural Foundation. In the summer of 2022, 
the school in the village of Zovasar in the Talin region was completely renovated. 
In the fall of the same year, the construction of a children’s park in the village of 
Gatnaghpyur began, which was completed in 2023. Simultaneously, the theater 
hall of the school in the village of Pazmapert was renovated, serving as a cultural 


center for several surrounding villages. 


The Resolution 


After the conclusion of the 34th ARF General Assembly, Khajag 
Merdichian from the newly elected Bureau went to the U.S. to conduct new 
negotiations with the Central Committee. This initiative by the Bureau had 
multiple reasons. The Bureau-appointed Central Committee had failed to 
establish itself as a legitimate ARF body even within party circles. The two 
regional assemblies it convened did not attract more than 300 rank-and-file. 
According to the decision of the California Court of Appeals, the Central 
Committee elected at the 55th Regional Assembly was the only legitimate Central 
Committee of ARF Western America. This decision would make it impossible 
for the Bureau-appointed Central Committee to function. According to some 
information, deprived of financial support from the Western America region, the 
party was experiencing significant financial difficulties. On the external front, in 
Armenia, the ARF was almost marginalized, being out of parliament. Based on 
the results of the parliamentary elections in Lebanon, the party's rating had further 
declined. Therefore, the Bureau's positions were weakened at the negotiation 
table. Meanwhile, despite its isolation, the Western America organization 
continued to operate normally. The success of the events held in the last two and 
a half years, the scale of attendees at these events, and the donations made 


testified that it enjoyed the support of the majority of the community. 


The negotiations initiated by Bureau member Khajag Merdichian were 
also conducted in several stages. Finally, on September 15, the negotiations were 
resolved, and the crisis entered a resolution phase. The main points of the 


agreement were: 


A. Dissolution of the existing and appointed Central Committees and the 
formation of a Central Committee acceptable to both sides, which would operate 
for one year, after which a new regional assembly would be held to elect a new 


Central Committee. 
B. Withdrawal of lawsuits from both sides. 
C. Annulment of all disciplinary measures related to the crisis. 


Based on this agreement, a Central Committee acceptable to both sides was 
formed, which also received legal recognition from the American court. On 
October 19, the ARF Bureau announced the resolution of the ARF Western 


America crisis in a statement. 


On November 6, 2023, the Bureau issued a press release stating that a 
conference was held in Cyprus on November 2 and 3, attended by representatives 
of ARF organizations and several invited party members. The conference was 
dedicated to discussing "the great challenges facing Armenia and the Armenian 
people in light of the genocidal attacks by Azerbaijan leading to the forced 
depopulation of the Republic of Artsakh." At this conference, the participants 
raised the issue of an organizational crisis within the party and proposed an 
extraordinary General Assembly. The 35th Extraordinary General Assembly of 
the ARF is expected to be held in the fall of 2024. 


Recognizing the existence of a crisis within the party by the conference 
participants was an important step and inspired hope that the organization could 
emerge from the stagnation it has found itself in for more than a decade due to its 
failed policies. This crisis had been warned about by several General Assembly 
delegates in 2011, whose reform proposals were rejected by Hrant Markarian. 
The Western Central Committee had also sounded the alarm about this crisis 
when the Bureau halted the 55th Regional Assembly. The crisis between the 


Bureau and the ARF Western America organization was also a manifestation of 


this alarming organizational crisis. The ARF leadership tried to solve the issues 
with the intoxication of holding power, and today the entire organization, with 
the confirmation of body representatives and the Bureau, is in crisis. The paths to 
emerge from this crisis must be sought through the modernization of the party, 


moving away from ossified traditionalism and revolutionary rhetoric. 


Conclusion 


As emphasized on several occasions, the ARF Western America 
organization’s rebellion was unprecedented. Its reverberations were not only 
publicized in both ARF and non-ARF media, but the party also found itself at a 
crossroads, ultimately leading the Bureau to acknowledge the error of its 
December 27 decision to appoint a Central Committee and to reverse that 
decision. This reversal by the Bureau is itself evidence that the movement 
succeeded in asserting itself and signaling a return to the principles enshrined in 
the ARF’s bylaws. In this sense, the movement must be seen as successful or at 
least having achieved its objectives. From the very beginning, the movement 
did not show separatist tendencies and took the initiative in negotiations, aiming 
to uphold the principles of decentralization and democracy enshrined in the 


bylaws, becoming the foundation on which any agreement would be built. 


Did the movement succeed? Undoubtedly. Its ideological, organizational, 
and political principles are a natural continuation of the reform proposals 
presented at the 31st General Assembly in 2011 by delegates from the Western 
U.S. organization and other regions sympathetic with it. These proposals, which 
the organization in the Western U.S. continued to present at subsequent General 
Assemblies, were only confirmed by the Bureau a decade later, recognizing the 
necessity of reforming the party—something it had neglected for many years. 
The concepts and proposals for these reforms were fundamentally the deep- 
rooted reasons behind the ARF Western America organization’s rebellion. Its 


aftershocks will be felt within the organization for a long time, with the first 


indicator being the regional conference held in Cyprus in October 2023. In this 


respect, history must record that the movement fulfilled its mission. 


Several months have already passed since the reconciliation agreement, 
but the tensions in the Western U.S. have not entirely subsided. The Bureau has 
resumed its interventions in the region, pursuing the same policy of making the 
Western U.S. organization controllable. During the preparation of this work, it 
has become apparent that the Bureau is not fully respecting the agreement it 
signed, finding excuses. It is unbefitting of an ARF body to backtrack on its 
signature. The success of the Bureau this time remains to be seen, but this 
policy, which led to the December 2020 rebellion, could cause even greater 
harm to the organization and the community. We hope that the ARF Bureau will 
have the wisdom and magnanimity to refrain from intervening in the ARF 
Western U.S. region’s affairs, prevent new and unpleasant complications, and 


restore the ARF’s reputation. 


(May 2024) 


